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' MORALE FACTORS 

on Dependents of Soviet Personnel In Austria 

1, In December 1953, the Ministry of Defense announced that Soviet officer.-. 
living in Austria could bring dependents to their duty stations. " 


25X1 


regimental CO’s hold formations to 
ci6t:erinin6 vwho should b© allowed bo br'itifz: ''larx 

problems to be encountered and to mJS fug^suSns ?t wis 

only company C0>s and up tfbrSS" their depJSJnS ^ 
A month later, permission was granted to all officers. 

itatloned^^ir enlisted men ( sverkhsrochniki' ) 

woSld bl^nermlttS^L Soviet women stationed in Austria 

dependents but only in military 
installations. ( sverkhsroctinikl " were soldiers who enllst(>d rnr. ^ 
extended antQr servl^" after they had served a pe?iS orih?JfyJars 

ahlfjgor?:) referred'tfas fe-lTllttllTl. 

Officers ^ ere permitted to rent privat e A ustrian omai 
I uhree officers from the 287th Gds. Rifle Regt, 


caslrnr"^”® 

1 Wife and two children arrived in March 

95r. He lived on Prelstetter Strasse, Urfahr, (n 48-19, E 14-17). 

Lt. Pavel KOPNINOV: His wife, who was pregnant and one child 
arrived la January 1954. He lived on £eofel3Jl,“?ra“e°SrJahr. 

Lt. BULYCHOV; Hls wife and son arrived in February 1954 Hp 
family^” Leofelden Strasse, Urfahr, with Lt. KOPNINOV., and his 

'iffiSrof tL^r'Ltmpnr??™®^ officers, some of the higher ranking 
onicers oi the regiment lived in an Austrian hotel lust outsidp t-ho 

caserne. All had dependents with them. They were; Lt Col PILYUKHTW 
col. Sergey BASHKIR, Lt. Col. ASTAFYEV, Lt . Col IutSkO? 

whose dependents had arrived in Austria lived in the 

Smoa?r«a?rau?Sr?S?rr caserne Ireat? Snlor 

authorized two rooms. Junior officers one room. The size 

’these rooms at thp?r were authorized to remodel 


25X1 


6 . 


-l9jMasijTn^boJbijjig_^^ ^^ w as granted to all officers in Austria. 

rtvTTwT — — ~ ^b©c&u3e of tb© l&ck of school 

were permitted to 


25X1 


25X1 


a primary school for ^5X1 


?rs^! ® w;n7brcoL%.Scte 

Shkola) fun to thp tpntH^cr^ and_ that a secondary school (Srednaji 

E 16-14). ^ to the tenth grade) would be constructed in Baden (N 48-10, 


7. 


A.n Austrian hospital adjacent to t h e nasernp had Hagr. 

ISC SLtla wan linr^ no’ aT 4 « 1 


25X1 


— — 1“ ^ _ --if--. u [J,KJ 

10£-JiQU3in« and w as undergoing remodeling 
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Soviet Zone of Austria, an officer 

..ad wu illc an application. ^ annllcptlon^ 25X1 

headquarters and, f toui there, to ' 

•Pnrr-t Who had received permission to bring their 

tamilles to Austria and were also scheduled to go on leave to the 0'^'??? 
were permitted to bring their families back wJtftSL Jn 2l othS 

dependents to Austria were handled 

al??Sd'‘lfAS°t??a! ««'■'= not 

on Freedom of Movement 

10. Up to July 1953, neither officers nor EM were permitted to leave th^. 
“roftSrh''"®'' Pertonnel »h»L Stie. IS SSm 

to leave in T^?v ?oS the course of official buslnes: were permlttea 

offiSrl‘and rJ Moscow permitting 

Jiiicers ana re-enlistees to leave the post after duty hours No sne-iai 

I'nion v" '"v® condition was that they S to retS^ 

qc^H (2200 hours Central European Time). The 

permitted tJ iLve^thr^r time.; EW of the regiment were also 

permiTJted to leave the caserne with proper authority. They were usuaiiv 

accompanied by their co-s. EM, other than re-enllst^es, SrrpermitSd^ 

by arSficIr‘'®®Thrt1nrif°ir?® provided they were accompanied 

oy an oii^cer. The time limit in such cases was three hours This 

Fro^cSlerfroroloo ’pAm^v training schedule keS the 

partlclnatP fn Sundays they were required to 

f liat., in orgoulzed athletics, mass Party work, and fatigue details, 

to Which Restrlcticips Were Obeyed 

to \elJe tS t5ost granted for officers and re-enlistees 

of tK Lder hours, there had been considerable violation 

restricting personnel to the caserne area. Officers 

drtink "fraternl'^pd^^^e^ fence, went into town,’' got 

®tO”j and then returned by the same route. If 

wlthln^24''^hou-r>^^^^^mh '*^hiB, they were usually returned to the USSR 

offcncc lfjo^aayf L”L gSSLSs"!'”’”"* ““ ™ 

Authorized Leaves . 

authorised 45 da ys leave annually, with 
an additional 15 days ma>.imum for tra.vel time ^ ^ 

EW were not authorized any leave. ^Ho U^er, 
mltted to take 10-day leaves plus an unknown 


' hey 'Were per- 

server ^^"® toolc, ,f tS?L EM 

leave?^ ^ their regular consorlptlve period were not authorized any 


25X1 

25X1 


Leave Quotas 


13. 


'SthoS-? the command were 

leave at any one tlmej almost all of these were 

wS pe?mltted"tr^hrori' to April, not more than 20 ^ 

® ^ leave at any one time. Since May to September 

be sSred™LarSe® officers and re-enlistees could “ 
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Ordinary leaves were granted as explained above c In addition it was 
possible to obtain leave in case of a death in the family or in other 
cases of a serious nature. Leave for other compasalonate reasons or 
for personal reasons such eb marriage^ business^ financial matters^ etc*^ 
was not granted. Leave was granted annually to about five per cent of 
the EM of the regiment who had distinguished themselves in the per- 
formance of duties. Thes e leaves were of ten days* duration and di d 
not include travel time> 2^= 


Complaints Against the Leave Svstem 

*^“ ' * ^ *^'' ** ***<*^^^**^- f -rrm a Wragr i i 8a> 7i ,,a||g grv . - . ^ , - ^ >at^ ,4> » ^a»r- «-- ^ - rf. v;rKM-p«r-wrfMO -t^ w w . fflrvTf P Ti n w r iwi>rii^ 

15. Officers and re-enllstees had no complaints about the leave system. 

They were satisfied with the leave that they were authorized. EM, other 
than re-enlistees, could voice no official complaints about the system. 2 

Specific Instances of Bad Discipline 25) 

16. The average numbe r of men In the regimental guardhouse was 15-2D. 

I there were two sergeants and one private there , One 

sergeant was in for burglary, the other for being drunk and disorderly. 
The private was held for Insubordination. 25X1 


17. 


18 . 


19. 


Almost all the officers drank quite heavily. About 10;i^ of the officer 
personnel (usually the same offenders) were continuously unfit for duty 
because of drinking. The officers had been warned on frequent occasions 
to cut down. Several officers were returned to the USSR for uncontrolled 
drinking. Re-enllstees also drank heavily and for a time it was 
necessary to withdraw from them the privilege of leaving the caserne 
area after duty hours. Other EM were not permitted to have alcoholic 
beverages nor could they leave the caserne after duty hours unless 
accompanied by an officer. Consequently there was no great problem 
of drunkenness among them. Officers and re-enlistees could buy 
alcoholic beverages at the officers' club as well as in town. Occasion- 
ally officers and re-enlistees would sneak liquor into the easerae for 
the EM, especially on holidays. 


A few of the officers in the regiment contracted VD. They were usually 
treated by an Austrian doctor so that the matter would not be brought 
up officially.^ One o f the regimental doctors also treated the offlewra 
unofficially. 


25X1 


Since the other EM could not leave the caserne area unless accompanied 
by an officer, there was normally no VD a mong them. One EM | 

had contracted VD prior to assignment to the reglreentj He wa s 

sent^o a milita ry VD clinic In Moedling (N 48-05, E 16-17) 


VD was quite prevalent among Soviet troops in Vienna. 


iln August 1953> the entire 290th Gds. Rifle Regt. , 

95th Gds. Dlv., had refused to eat, con^lainlng that the food was worn^y. 

The chief of the division Political Section gave a two-hour lecture to 
the regiment following this Incident. The blame was finally placed on 
the regimental rations and forage section and, as a res ult, a lieutenan t 
from the section spent several days in the guardhouse, 25X1 

no other collective incidents of disobedience of orders i There were, 
however, numerous infractions of a minor nature concerning guard orders. 


20. In one instance, three soldiers "beat up" an officer. The EM were on 
a ration detail and a drunken officer swore at them and interfered with 
their duties. The EM tried to ignore him but the officer persisted and 
the EM beat him up. They were later tried but were acquitted. The 
officer was reprimanded. 
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Orders from Higher Headqua rters on Breaches of Discipline 


21 . 


There were many directives from both divlBicn headquarters and C (IF head- 
qu ar ters calling for all nerg^onne^l tn th^lr Rtand^rdn of dl 1 np- . 


unsatisfactory rating In 
annual rma J 


^ In 195;;^3the regiment received an 

disci Til ine froTYi HCT hpadmiartt^irs dnrlniy 


25X1 


opeciflc Examples of Low Morale 


22, There was practically no heat during the entire winter 1953“-195^' in the 
regimental caserne. The central heating systeBi was inoperative and^ 
althougch Austrian repair men worked on It. It was never really repaired. 

winoows were DjroKen in most or the Duiiaings ana the plumbing was out 
of At times it was impossible to go into the latrine because 

of the stench. The water pipes froze during the winter and for short 
periods of time first one barracks and then another would be without 
v^rater. Both officers and EM complained to the regimental and battalion 
commanders and to the political officers but to no avail. 

23 o The regimental billeting officer was charged with the responsibility 
of maintaining the utilities of the regiment. He, however^ had only 
a sergeant and one or two privates in the section^ and they could not 
rectify the situation. The complaining continued and the EM and officers 
finally installed makeshift stoves in their billets without permission. 
The rooms were constantly filled with smoke and were either too hot or 
too cold. Finally, authorization was given for the Deputy CO for Rear 
Services to buy some Austrian stoves. 

24. There were other complaints concerning shortages of footgear. Some 
enlisted men wore footgear that had the entire sole missing or prac- 
tically torn off. The companies all had a reserve of a few serviceable 
used boots which were given to those whose footgear was in worst con- 
dition. EM had to get by one way or the other until the normal re- 
placement boot issixes came around. 


25. EM also complained at political meetings that it was impossible for 
them to keep their clothes clean since they had only two uniforms and 
had to use the same uniform for field duty and work details. They were 
always in unbelievably dirty clothing, for which they were constantly 
harrassed by their superiors . 

26. During the course of political lectures* political of fleers tried to 
raise the general low morale. Unit political offlcex»s also harangued 
line officers to help raise morale. 


Officer Privileges Resented by EM 

27. Re-enlistees resented the fact that officers were permitted to bring 
their families to the Soviet Zone of Austria. The conscripted EM 
resented the fact that officers and re-enlistees could purchase liquor 
in the officers^ club and had leave privileges. They also resented 
the fact that officers and re-enlistees were free after duty hoxirs^ 
i.e., after supper, and on Sundays' . The training schedule for the 
drafted EM v^ras from O7OO until 2400 hours, six days a week* and their 
Sundays were occupied in political mass work, organized athletics, 
cross-country runs, obstacle courses, etc. However, EM were not 
permitted to complain about the privileges of the other two gx*oups. 
Most of them felt that they had to ”put up” with the army for three 
years only; while the officers would remain in the army. Consequently, 
they kept their complaints to themselves , 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 2009/08/13 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400200010-4 





Approved For Release 2009/08/13 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400200010-4 

COHFIDENTIAIj 
- 6 - ■■ 


25X1 


Effect of Medical Care. Recreation, PX Supplle^_JLnlJ :ood.mJto£^ 


28. 


29 • 


30 . 


Medical care was adequate although very Impersotjal. 

wls showS inleL- an EM was seriously 111. PX supplies, including food- 
stuffs, were available In the regimental PX; ™ ^ 

about 4o schillings a month and could afford nothing but the m 

simple items 

Supervised recreation and organi^-’d athletics were compulsory <3urlng 
thl evenings nnd on Sundav, assordlng th. nf 

was objectionable to the EM because it left them with little 

free time . 

Rood was plain but adequate and probably better ™ 

the USSR. The cooks, however, were 

the food- this caused a few minor complaints. EM could complain at 

“ilSSi mS?lSS about thn poor food. It wa> then up to the company 
political officer to bring the situation to the regimental CO 
attention. 

Effect of Pi’omotlons on Morale 

■^1 Promotion of officers was controlled by the Ministry of Defense in Moscow. 
Junior lieutenants could be promoted to lieutenant J 

orade Lieutenants could be promoted to senior lieutenant after two 
vears In grade. Senior lieutenants could be promoted to captain after 
two years^in grade provided they were occupying a captain s T/O&E 
position. 


32 . 


M-^nv officers, however, were held back In promotion because ofdis- 
MDliSS action mited out by the regimental Junior officers' honor 
coSS (Sud OfltsSskoy ChasW). A junior officers' honor court was 
composed of five members plus two alternates. 

for^trvinfc Junior officers of the regiment for minor military ofienses. 

SS mSS cSd be of a lo«er rank than cutaln . and at leaat one of 
h.hg* itiptnbers had to be of f ield grade , — ^ ^ ^ . . x. — 25X1 


Members had to have a minimum ot 
Senior officers could not be tried 
by an officers ' honor 


33 , 


two years of duty with tne regiment . - . , , 
by Junior officers. Senior officers were tried 
court at division level. 

The three heaviest sentences that these courts could Impose werej 


b* Reductlon'^one^grade In T/O&E duties. For example, a cants ir. 

commanding a comnany could he relieved of command of the cpipany 
to assume a platoon leader's position. 
c. Relief from active duty and demobilization to the reser e . 

These sentences could not be administered simultaneously. 

34 , Other punishments that could be Imposed were; 

b. Retardation of promotion for a period of one year. 
n Transfer out of a guards unit. 

d! Transfer from one military district tQ another or from 
occupation duty back to the USSR. 


once before an bon^ rcourtT Honor courts could not impose confinement. 


officers had appeared at leas^-^. 

r>rinf 1 nement . 
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35 . 


25X1 


above method of retarding officer promotions, bad 
1 sports made up by battalion or regimental commanders also 
handa^of promotions, once the unfavorable report was in the 

Sr ?os? so ?haf : 0 fflcers' records were often mtdhandled 

tocfc some time before the Ministry of Defense had the 
proper records to consider an officer for promotion. 

36 . Officers felt that these methods of retarding promotions were umisuallv 
severe and were Imposed too often without consWeratiS o? S SSei'I 
previously satisfactory service. ui.i±cer 3 

SflnJ?ruct?on only upon completion of a nine- to ten-month course 

?Scel?ed Si rank Jf® ^^2 school. Most graduates of the school 
receivea the rank of Junior sergeant upon graduation. A very small 

percentage was graduated as privates first class or privates. Promotions 
pos”ible^ln sergeant were then 

policies, noi^ any complaints concerning them. 

for Disciplinary and Political Reasons 
38 . 


1, . I 4Q_of fleers were returned to the USSR for 

disciplinary reasons during ] ^ ^hree years with the regiment. 


I 25X1 


of fleer strength orSlch''SnboS? , 


39 . 


the USSR! 


>he foll owing re gimental officers who were returned to 


Lt. Col. KULIKOV. Deputy Col 


Lt. Col. GHUMICHEV. Chief of .ettafP, 


MaJ. SINITSYN, Assistant Chief of Staff. 


MaJ. SALYAKHOV, CO. 3rd Bn.. 


\ 

Lt. Boris MARKIN. Flat. Ldr., 8 th Co.. 3r-d nn 


Lt. Sergey Vasil 'yevlch SOZIN. Plat. Ldr., 6 th no,. Pnd Rn . J 


Lt. Gennadiy BARINOV. Mort. Plat. Ldr.. 3rd Bn.. 
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Sr. Lt. Vladislav LOGACHEY, Flat. Ldr., Recon. Co., 

^Sr. Lt. ROMANOV. Plat. Ldr., 1st Bn., 

Sr. Lt. SAVKOV. Plat. Ldr, , 120~imri. Mort. Btry., 

MaJ . DOLMATOVICH, reKlmenta" Party organizer. 

Lt. Viktor MOROZOV. Ldr. Slg. Plat.. 2nd Bn.. 

^ t . Vi ctor TISHAQIN. Plat. Ldr.. lat 

1 

Lt. Col. POTERYAYKO, Chief of Artillery. 


Lt. KOTYAGIN, CO Repair Plat, (vehicle). 


about 50^ of the regimental officers had been tried 
and punlsned at one time or another for drunkenness, hooliganism, and 
drunken orgies. Officers listed above who were returned to the USSR 
were merely transferred to other duty stations In the USSR , with th e 
exception of the few who were Imprisoned or demobilized'. 1 

jmost officers were quite indifferent as to whether they 
served in Austria or the USSR, 


4l. Up to October lS53»tours of duty for officers in Austria were for a 
three-year period. Beginning in 1953, officers were permitted to 
remain in Austria Indefinitely. Since families were allowed in Austria, 
officers had less desire to be returned to the USSR. Up until that 
time, a large proportion of the officers preferred duty in the USSR 
rather than Austria because In the latter place they could not have theJi 
families with them.j | some officers purposely got In 

trouble In order tq | oe x-evui-neu oeiorarhe three-year period was up. 


^+2. I the following EM who were returned to the USSR; 

Three EM , ist Bn., 287th Gds. Rifle 

Regt^j 


Pvt, PAKHIMOV 
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Propa^gftnda about Def <otlon__ 


^» 5 . 


, a political meeting by the regimental Dwuty 
CO for Political Hattefe that Soviet defectors were recruited for US 
espionage j or were sent to Korea and Indochina as cannon 
gave an example of two alleged Soviet former BM 

supposedly sent to Korea. The political of f leer _ said that ® ^®^*®*^ 
received from one of them stated that he had lost h 1®* 
had been rele»"»'^ from the army, and had to®come a beggw. This w 
was also ^neged to have stated that It would have to®«» 
to die In the%SSR than to be In his situation. The other EH ha d 
stqpposedly fought In Korea and had been resettled 


25X1 


25X1 


46 two American sergeants mere taken Into custody 25X1 

by the Soviets In Urfaiw In 1958. He heard thaVthey "J**® J®P* 
the Komendatura at Drfahr, T^e sergeants refused to eat for the two 
days that thsjy were held and were finally released . 


47 . 


48. 


deserters . 


no opinions from the Austrians concerning the fate of 


I I the comments of a fonser Soviet HaJ . KLIWV o** ® 
radio broadcast In 1953 that Soviet soldiers would be well-treated 
by the Americans If they deserted . 


25X1 


25X1 


fraternization 

1 i .• ji 

Qf f iolal Attitude Towards Fratemlsatloj .. 

49. 


fraternization 


was officially forbidden. Op to July 1953, no one Vas even permitted 
to leave the caserne area, unless specifically authorized, i’'* 

1953, permission w»i» granted for officers and re-enlistees to leave 
the caserne are? after duty hours. 


25X1 


bONPlDENTIAL, 
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50 . Prior to that time both officers and. EM used to go over the caserne 
fence, go into the town of Urfahr, get drunk, fraternize, etc . and 
then return by the same route to the caserne. (If an officer were 
caught it usually meant return to the USSR within a 24- hour period. 

When EM were caught they usually were punished by getting 10 days 
in the guardhovise . ) 

51. At the time permission was granted for officers and re-enlistees to 
leave the caserne area after duty hours, they were forbidden to 
visit cafes, cabarets, and other places of entertainment. Contact 
or fraternization with Austrians was also strictly forbidden. 

52. Later in 1953, it was rumored that the Presidium of the Supreme Council 

of the USSR had Issued a decree whereby Soviet military personnel cou.ld 
mai'ry Austrians, Since there had been no official word on this, some 
of the regimental officers inquired of the regimental CO if such were 
the ease. Tho officers were told that it was true but it was not to 
become a matter of common knowledge. T ' ^ 

^ Following the llmTEecT^knowleagement; by the regimental uu or -cne 
existence of the marriage decree and the order in December 1953 
permitting dependents of officers in the Soviet Zone in Austria, less 
and less emphasis was placed on the strict enforcement of the non- 
fraternization policy. There was less and less disciplinary action 
taken against violators of the policy. Whereas, any officer caught 
violating this policy prior to June or July 1953 was subject to heavy 
punishment or return to the USSR^ slight attention was paid to 
violations of the fratei’nlzation policy after that time, 

53. Soviet officers and re-enlistees were also permitted to marry Soviet 

female military personnel and Soviet civilian female employees who ^ 

were stationed in the Soviet Zone of Austria. I ^ 1 

Sr. Lt, ROMANIKHIN, Sr. Lt, KOLOSKOV, (re-enlistee) Ist. Sgt. BRULEV 
had all married Soviet EW who were on duty with the regiment. Lt. 
KOPNINOV had married a Soviet civilian female employee from Baden. 


25X1 


25X1 


54. Prior to the order permitting dependents in the Soviet Zone of Austria, 
Soviet female military personnel who had married officers or re-enlis- 
tees were returned to the USSR shortly after marriage for demobili- 
zation, Following Issuance of the order permitting dependents, these 
individuals were permitted to remain in the Zone and were given quarters 
with their husbands in the officers' dormitory. 


55. 



25X1 

25X1 


Agencies Interested in Controlling or Reporting Fratemlzatiou 
56. a. Austrian Police 

I I the Austrian police had no right to prevent 25x1 

fraternization . They could, however, report it to the Komendatura, 
and they frequently did. 


Party Members 


all officers were either Party or Komsomol 
members and they axi rlraternlzed . The company, battalion, and 
regimental political officers could be expected to report any 
violations of the fraternization policy, even though they them- 
f*t*aternized , However, they too paid less and less atten- 
tion to violations towards the end of 1953. Up to the time that 
the order was given permitting officers and re-enlistees to leave 
the caserne in July 1953, unit political officers had be^- -‘- 
tloned at the caserne gate to ensure that only authi^' 


25X1 


sonnel left, 
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Co The Komendatura 

In Urfahr the Komeiidatura did not patrol streets to prevent 
fraternization* It became Involved only when specifically called; 
the regiment was expected to maintain its own order in town* For 
this purpose, unit political officers and other selected line 
officers were sent to Urfahr as two«-man walking patrols during 
holidays and weekends to try to prevent incidents* If they 
could not handle a situation, they would call for help from the |?. 

Komendatiira * 
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PorelgTi Natlonala 

76. 


25X1 


25X1 


There were five or six cleaning women, two firemen, four or five 
tailors (all Austrian) employed within the regimental caserne. Of 
the Austrian employees, I 25X1 

I a mother and daughter vrho worked in the officers' donnltoi-y » 
Their last name was FUCHS. The mother's- first name wa s Rose : — slifLwas 

about An years of age, had black hair and dark eyes, | | 

Both lived in KatiSbaoh, about 


TL 


2 kilometers from the caserne, 'me Be Austrian civilians were permitted 
to enter the caserne upon presentation of a special pass 'which was 25X1 
shown to the duty officer at the gate. Other Austrian perBormel were 
not permitted to enter the caserne area. 

Mo Austrian personnel were permitted to live in the caserne area. 


25X1 


MTO 


80. 


"andH 

Gds. Rifle Piv. Hq. 


members of the Special Section were MVD men 
~1subordlnate to a section located at 95th 


25X1 


81. 


82 . 


83 ' 


it was easy to spot Special Section officers^ 
since they wore a variety of uniforms which were often mixed;, 
the uniform of one branchy the piping of another and perhaps Bhoulder 
board insignia of a third; . Frequently they changed shoulder boards 
from day to day, and^ on occasion^ would even wear air force uniforms. 


J the Special Section officers were concerned 

with all matters concerning security as well as moral and political 
reliability among the personnel of the regiment. They were cominonly 
called ”osobnyakl” . 


25X1 


I each S pecial Section officer organized an informer 
net within his batt alion of responsibili/tyT] 
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25X1 


84 . 


Arrest Powers 


25X1 


85 . n Special Section could arrest EM in id s 25X1 

regiment; but office rs could be arres ted only on orders of higher 
military authority. I I an officer could be detained and 

questioned by the Special Section with the corcizrrence of the regi-» 25X1 
mental CO and that he woxild have to be released immediately if he 
was innocent. It was a common practice for the Special Section to 
call In officers to question them about their drinking and misconvduct. 


Censorship 

86 . a. Mail to and from the USSRs 


I there was no mail censorship in 

the division. ^ | previously this had been done by an 25X1 

unknown censorship unit In Baden, until the receipt of an order from 
Moscow In early 1954 halting censorship of mail. Up to that time^ 
any mail that contained anything derogatory was returned to the unit. 

It was still forbidden, however, to write about training, unit desig- 
nation, names of GO^s, complaints of any nature, number of troops, 
weapons^ and status o r living conditions of the Austrians. ^ ^^5X1 

I anyone being punished for censorship violations . 
Letters were merely returned . During officers* call, the officers 
told by the regimental political officer that some of the men w'ere 25X1 
over-praising the good living in Austria, (thus, apparently making 
a comparison between Soviet and Western culture) and that it was 
their responsibility to properly instruct the troops. Letters were 
never returned to the EM. They were merely sehC t the regimental 
headquarters for corrective action. In conjunction with this the 
company political officers were to properly instruct the troops. 

be Mail to Austrians s 

It was forbidden to receive or send mail to Austrians. It was possible 
to write a letter to an Austrian and drop it in an Austrian mail box 
even though it was Illegal. 

c. Mail deliveries^. 

Outgoing mail was picked up by the company CQ's^who in turn delivered 
it to the regimental lieadquarters . Prom there, an EM delivered the 
mail to division headquarters. (Lt. KOROSHKIN, a platoon leader in 
the MG Co, 3rd Bn. acted as a courier for secret documentB. He made 
deliveries to division headquarters only as required. The remainder 
of the time he was on duty with his platoon.' 

Photos 

87 . It was permissible for both officers and EM to have cameras. The 

films were developed by bhe personnel themselves. Some of the officers 
had very elaborate phoiDgraphic equipment and pursued photography as 
a hobby. Almost all the officers and a large portion of the EM of the 
regiment frequented two photography shops in the town of Urfahr which 
specialised in portraits. Many of the EM were escorted by officers 
to these two shop)S for the express purpose of having photographs made 
to be sent home in letters . It was permissible for officers and EM 
to photograph anything in the caserne area, with the exception of 
the new weapons. Prhese were kept under wr^ps whenever they were moved 
for training purposes and while they were in..jtorage . ^ 0 
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Komendatura 


25X1 


88 . 


89 . 


I there wei^e Komendaturas 

at three points rUrfahr, Rohrbach, and FrieBtadt. The KomendaturaB 
were responsible for a specific geographic area. This included any 
Austrian towns that were located within this geographic area. 


This Komendatiira was 


composed of about 15 officers j an unknown number of Austrian civilia ns, 
and a platoon of EM. [ ' 


I The Urfahr Komendatura was headed by a Col, YAKOVCHITK 

who was also the military commander of the town. The colonel ^^ 7 as 
seen most of the time in civilian attire. The platoon of EM all wore 


25X1 


shoulder boards. 


It was impossible to determine the branch of service of the officer 


personnel since they seemed to wear any shoulder boards they desired. 
Some wo re infantry^ som e artillery, some armored^ and ^ven air 

force, I n these same officer personnel were often in 

civilian garb. 25X1 


25X1 


90. Although the Komendatura was charged wi th the maintenance of order 
^!;own. it did not actively do so.l 



25X1 


The Komendatura would step in only If called , | 

the Komendatura was more concerned with propaganda and agitation among 
the Austrian population and that^ in addition to spreading propaganda 
it was engaged in matters of an intelligence nature. 


91 . 


25X1 


92 . 


93 . 


1 Komendaturas were the lov^est levels of area 
commana in the Soviet Zone of Austria. On the next higher level, there 
were geographic areas of command known as garrisons .Garnizony) 

I the Vienna. St. l^elten^ Baden, and Budapest garrisons 


in CGF. 


the hi g he s t ranking officer in each 


garrison commander. I 


^ generrl Information (tjii'^^bmendaturas in the USSR. 

IKomendaturas were the lowest level of area command 

and that they were subordinate to garrisons. Komendatura headquarters 
were located in large towns and had responsiblity for a specific geo- 
graphic area. The number of Komendaturas in a garrison area depended 
on the number of troop installations in the area. Since Komendatura 
headquarters were usually in large towns^ the Chief of the Komendatura 
was also known as the military commander of the town (Voyenyy Nstchal^- 
nlk Goroda) . He was responsible for maintaining order among military 
personnel in the towns within his area, and for the security of any 
military installations and ware?iouses in the area. He usually did not 
have enough troops In his own unit to properly provide for this and 
consequently drew personnel for securitv duties from the next (higher) 
area commander, (the garrison commander;, who provided such personnel 
on a dally basis. 
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9 ^. 


95. 


The next level of area command was the garrison (Garni zon). A garri- 
son could have several Komendaturas within its geographic limits. 

The highest ranking officer in a garrison was the chief of the garri- 
son, (Nachal^nlk Garnisona), and as such he was the area commander 
of all troops In his area reg:ardle 3 s :>f branch or tvne„ I 


I the CG or the Turkestan Military 

District was Gen. PETROV. PETROV had his headouarters in Tashkent 
and as the highest ranking officer in that area should have been the 
Tashkent garrison commander. However, he had a much more Important 
post as the military district commander and c onsequently detail p-d 
one of his subordinate generals to the post. I 


25X1 


25X1 


1 the following garrisons in the Turkestan Military 

District. Frunze (n 5^-24. E 7^-36), Tashkent, Kushka (H 35”l6, 

E 52-24), Samarkand (N 39“^0, E 66 - 58 ), Alma-Ata (N 43--12, E 76-57), 
Termez (N 37-14, E 67»l6), Ki ! 7 . yl 
-Ashkhab ad (N F. ^ 


25X1 


Document Section 


97. 


98. 


Each regimental officer had a copybook which he used for excerpts from 
any of the publications. The copybooks were supposed to be turned 
in daily by 2400 hours unless the unit went to the field. It was 
permissible to take the copybooks to the field for the purpose of 
conducting training, but they had to be returned after training. 
Although, as a rule, no secret manuals were taken from the section, 
higher ranking regimental officers did take them out and sometimes 
kept them overnight. However, Junior officers could not take 
publications from the document" section. 


99- Manuals on atomic warfare weapons manuals, a 1950 version of the 

Field Service Regulations ( Polevoy Ustav ) , all orders and bulletins 
from higher headquarters, ( 07g“., iy(in^ of Defense Order #36 Rules 
of Service in the Soviet Army }^were among the documents kept in the 
documenti^secfTlon . 


100. Each company of the regiment kept three manuals in company safes. 

Firing Instructions f7.62-mm LMG M1946, ^Company”,.. Model 194 6), 

Combat Manual, ( Boyevoy Uatav ) , and 

Sergeants and Soldiers Atomic Defense Handbook , 

These manuals were kept in the company safe and were guarded by the 
Company CQ 24 hours a day. They could be taken out for study purposes 
by officers and NC0*s upon giving a signed receipt. 
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three classifications which were placed on material 
in the doctmsntf section. They weres 


00 equivalent to US "Top Secret". The 00 was placed 
before the file number of "Top Secret" doc’umentB^ ’ e 008$ « 


25X1 

25X1 


0 equivalent to US "Secret". The 0 was placed before 
the document file number 

"For Official Use" ( ‘Dlya SlU25hebnoye Pol ^Mvanoye) . 

I 25X1 


Civilian Clothes 


102 . 


103 . 


members of the Komendatura and of the Special Section 

of his regiment wn-pp r*1 fnr* rnrrnoRf^ of concealing: 

their identity. 

I a member of the Komendatura tried to enter the caserne area. 
This officer and his soldier chauffeur were in civilian cl othes. They 
were in a blue Mercedes sedan which had no license plates. I 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


B'^or eign Broadcasts 


104 , 


were not permitted to have radios , (Some ]SM of the Bn 
built a radi^ fqfcJhemBelves> but it was taken from them.) 


. EM 
IJTgriFXat. had 


there was quite a bit of Jamming. Anyone who listened to these Droaa- 

/Ktao-f-ci Irda-n-f: 4”V4<a f’a r» "h ’'i m A 1 f* ^ If". Wa R d 1 f f 1 CIl 1 t fcO knOW 

the ooinion of those who had listened. 
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Annex As Caserne Location I 

I I V 
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Legend to Annex A 

Posts 1 to 8 yji 9 te 24-hour posts, posts 1 to 10 were stationary posts, and 
posts 9 and 10 were night posts only. 

LEGEND 


Post 

1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 

5. 

6 . 


7. 

8 . 


9. 


10 . 


Area 

Regimental colors, regimental headquarters building, also post 
of regimental duty officer. 

Guardhouse and regimental stockade. Also post of officer of the 
guard . 

Ammunition storage. 

Artillery park. Weapons storage for new weapons. 

equipment warehouse, rations and forage warehouse, 
PX (merchandise), weapons repair shop. 

Gas pump, vehicle repair shop. 

Demolitions storage. 

Tailor shop, regimental CD's quarters. 

PX (foodstuffs). 

Route of walking night patrol. 
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